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Regan wants FBI on call to plug 
White House news leaks 


? 


By George de Lama 

Chicago Tribune 

WASHINGTON— White House 

Chief of Staff D onald Regan wan t» 
the FBI to train a nuihber of 
agents who could be called “on 
short notice” to investigate unau- 
thorized leaks of classified infor- 
mation to the news media. 

S 688 " 1 ’* to P “de said 
the White House had rejected a 
recommendation from mid-level 
administration officials to organize 
to fe n«out 
hm leak * to Journalists, 

but that other steps to stem unau- 
thorized disclosures were still 
under consideration. 

“I think they [the FBI] should 
have trained people who are avail- 
able on short notice,” Regan said 
m an interview with a group of 
reporters. “Quite obviously, we 
don’t know what the next leak will 
be, or where it will be.” 

Regan said the FBI’s Washing- 
ton field office is already charged 
with investigating damaging dis- 
closures of classified U.S. intelli- 
gence and military information. 

How they handle it, or who 
they have to do it, that’s up to 
t J) em - said. “1 don’t think they 
should have a specialized team, a 
strike force or something of that 
nature, I just think th t -v should 

have trained people available.” 

Other White House officials said 
the concept of an FBI strike force 
was discussed at a meeting of top 
Reagan aides last week but ul- 
timately rejected because of its 
negative political connotations, 
particularly the comparisons it 
could evoke with the infamous 
plumbers unit that committed 
illegalities under the cover of in- 
vestigating leaks in the Nixon 
White House. 
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demeaning” and too controver- 


But Regan’s remarks about the 
need for grtftter FBI vigilance un- 
derscored the Reagan aXMtristni- 
tion’s continuing concern un- 
authorized disclosures that it 
contends damage national securi- 
ty. 

The chief of staff divided leaks 
into two classifications: what he 
called the “embnrassim, discon* 
certing, nettiesome” leaks of do- 
mestic policy decisions and politi- 
cal information that wfc* not 

information that officials contend 
jeopardize lives, military and intel- 
ligence operations and relations 
with allied intelligence services. 

Regan said he favors the firing 
of administration officials who en- 
gage in “deliberate and repetitive” 
leaks of the former type, and 
backs the prosecution of officials 
who are found to have leaked clas- 
sified national security informa- 
tion. 

The President and senior mem- 
oers of his staff have also said they 
would support prosecution of 
news organizations for publication 
of sensitive information that dam- 
ages national security under a 
- L*?¥ hw that, prohibits disclosure 

of intelligence gleaned from com- 
munications intercepts. 

A number of White House offi- 
c ials have acknowiedgpH that _jhe 
decision to prosecute would h<» 
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controversial, and said it should be 
considered on a “case-bv-case 
■Ba sis" wh en a new s organization 
discloses classified c ommunica- 
tions intelligence information 

“As to [the media], we do it 
case by case, as to how did thev 
8e * why did they reveal it 
under what circumstances,” said 
one Reagan aide. “I don’t think 
we can have a hard and fast policy 
where every damn time that han- 
pens, we r~osecute.” 
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